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PRESS CONFERENCE BY THE COALITION OF CONCERNED CITIZENS OF THE UPPER 

WEST REGION, ON GRAND SCHEME BY CENTRAL ADMISTRATION OF UDS, 

TAMALE TO DEFILATE WA CAAMPUS BEFORE FINAL PHASE OF THE 

AUTONOMOUS STATUS AS RAVIL DEPARTMENT & PROGRAMMES BEEN 

INTRODUCED IN TAMALE & RE- ISSUENCE OF NEW ENTRANCE ADMISSION FROM 

WA CAMPUS TO TAMALE & NYANKPALA, RESPECTIVELY 

VENUE: WA- UPPER WEST REGION        DATE: MONDAY, 9
TH

 SEPTEMBER, 2019 

 

 Ladies and gentlemen of the Media, you are welcome to this press briefing. You have been our 

strong pillar in our struggle to getting the Autonomous status of UDS, Wa Campus. We cannot 

celebrate out strive so far without particularly acknowledging the collective effort of the Media. 

We are happy to have you (Media) as comrades once again to helping in conveying our message 

to the good people of Ghana.  

The Coalition of concerned Citizens, Upper West Region wish to acknowledge the role of the 

Hon. Minister of Education in providing leadership and support to the autonomy status of the Wa 

Campus of the University for Development after H.E., the President of the Republic of Ghana, 

Nana Addo Dankwa Akuffo Addo’s announced the split on 10
th

 November, 2018. We equally 

admire your efforts (Hon. Minister of Education) in the subsequent processes the bill had to go 

through in Parliament till its maturity on 14
th

 August, 2019. All the citizens of the Upper West 

Region are grateful to you and your team for the relentless support. 

We can recount your support in pushing the Parliamentary Select Committee on Education to sit 

and work on the SD-Dombo University of Business and Integrated Development Studies (SD- 

Dombo UBIDS) Bill as you promised in December, 2018. Your instrumentality in facilitating the 

request for memoranda on the bill that was published on 27
th

 February, 2019, the series of 

meetings the Education Select committee in Parliament held with various stake holders, the 2
nd

 

reading of the bill on the 12
th

 July, 2019 in Parliament and laying it to mature within the 21 

working days for H.E., the president, Nana Addo Dankwa Akuffo Addo to assent his signature 

are all memorable occasions that the youth and people of Upper West region would forever 

remember. 
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Hon. Minister of Education, while conveying the tremendous gratitude from the people of the 

Upper West Region, we wish to still plead for your assistance to use your good office to facilitate 

the: 

1. Presidential assent to the Bill. 

2. Setting-up and appointment of the interim council members as required by the 

transitional provisions of the Bill when it receives the presidential assent. 

The urgency of this request is necessitated by the deliberate attempts to collapse the Wa Campus 

of UDS by the UDS Vice Chancellor and Management in main campus in Tamale. 

On behalf of the people of Upper West Region, we crave your indulgence to stop the move by 

the authorities of UDS to deprive the Wa Campus of the UDS from implementing programmes it 

has been mandated to execute in the name of realignment of programmes.  

Section  3  of  PNDC  Law  279  (1992)  on functions of  the  University  state  ‘’  the  University 

shall pursue as its aims under Section 2 emphasize particularly studies in:  

a.  Agricultural Science 

b. Medical and Health Sciences and 

c. Integrated Development Studies. 

The Integrated Development Studies component of UDS mandate has been ceded to the Wa 

Campus of the university. However, we take notice that, gradually the programmes of Faculty 

for Integrated Development Studies (FIDS) in Wa Campus are surreptitiously being moved out 

of the Wa Campus to Tamale Campus. The proposed realignment of the UDS in particular, 

instead of strengthening the institution, is tacitly dismembering and mutilating the Wa Campus 

of the UDS and moving its programmes to Tamale campus without the mandate to run those 

programmes as stated by the Act.  

Our reasons being that; The Department of African and General Studies currently running under 

the Faculty of Integrated Development Studies on the Wa Campus proposed under the collegiate 

system to run as a new Faculty of Arts with the following department; 
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1. Department of communication and Innovation  

2. Department of Journalism and Media studies 

3. Department of Public relations and Advertising 

4. Department of Library and Information Studies 

5. Department of Cultural and Heritage Studies 

6. Department of Modern Languages 

7. Department of Theatre Arts etc. 

All proposed these Departments and existing programmes of the Department of African and 

General Studies in Wa Campus are now subsumed under a new Faculty proposed for Tamale 

Campus in name of realignment. 

1. The creation of yet another New Faculty last week and the subsequent appointment of a 

foundation Dean (Dr. Edward Salifu Mahama) called Faculty of Communication 

Sciences and Cultural Studies is part of the court injunction placed in May 2018. Its 

creation was noted at an Academic Board as a duplication of FIDS programmes. FIDS 

through the Department of African and General studies pioneered Communications 

Programmes in UDS.  

2. Again, per our checks a similar thing happened with the creation of the Faculty of 

Agribusiness and Information Sciences. According to the Laws of the University 

Management needed to have presented it to the Academic Board for approval but they 

dodged the Academic Board and unilaterally forcefully created it.  

3. As the saying goes that we should be citizens and not spectators, some Landlords and 

concerned sons and daughters of the Upper West Region took the matter to court in May, 

2018. Even though the case is in court and the University Council also refused to respond 

to the Petition FIDS wrote on the creation of the new Faculty. They want to illegally take 

advantage of the Transitional Period to frustrate and collapse the Wa Campus.  

4. This year’s admission of new students to Wa campus is miserable. Many students who 

qualified and applied for programmes in Wa (BEd Social Sciences and BEd Business etc) 

were refused deliberately and given BA Development Education and Social Change 

Communication in Tamale and Nyankpala respectively. 

 



4 

 

5. As at now, the UDS Wa Campus Hospital that use to be an icon within the region and 

served many citizens has been brought to its knees through a deliberate and systemic 

rehearsed plan. Just last week the Outgoing Principal (Prof. Amin Alhassan) Who was 

appointed Director general of Ghana Broadcasting Cooperation (GBC) and scheduled to 

move to his new appointment sacked all the nineteen (19) workers who were working in 

the hospital. 

Hon. Minister, you can commission an investigation into these matters and you will be surprise 

at the under dealings and revelations that will emerge. 

 

We believe it is a ploy to weaken the academic capacity of the Wa Campus to make it difficult 

for it to run smoothly when it is given the autonomy whilst giving other campuses the advantage.  

Our plea therefore is that, all Campuses should be allowed to develop faculties and programmes 

in which they have absolute and comparative advantage to start with and build capacities in other 

areas going forward. 

We are alarmed and outraged by the sinister, calculated and deliberate plans to see the collapse 

of the Wa campus by the Vice Chancellor and Management of the University. 

We can recall that the proposal for autonomy for the Wa Campus submitted initially by the 

Regional House of Chiefs dated 13
th

 March, 2013 was hinged on two strengths of the Wa 

Campus; That is, student’s enrollments and the number of faculties and programmes. 

Therefore, we sense a deliberate attempt the Vice Chancellor and University management to 

weaken these strengths of the Wa campus by reducing student numbers and moving faculties and 

programme away from the Wa Campus. 

For instance, as at 2013, the students’ population of Wa Campus was over 12,000 but currently 

the students’ population is less than 7,000 representing a reduction of almost 50% and the recent 

realignment exercise comes to confirm the plan by the Vice Chancellor and university 

management to weaken the stand of the people of the region especially the chiefs in requesting 

for autonomy of the Wa Campus Bill that H.E., the president, Nana Addo Dankwa Akuffo Addo 

is about to assent. 
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Hon. Minister, we therefore wish to appeal to you to have the Wa Campus of the University 

autonomy bill assented as promised the people of the region to enhance the development of the 

region before the Vice Chancellor and his Management take further steps to weaken the existing 

capacities of the Wa Campus. 

We will not give up the fight but will resist this oppressors rule with all our might and proceed 

boldly against the UDS Authorities autocratic rule by; 

1. The Coalition of Concerned citizens are not happy to hit the street once again before 

government act. However, the situation is so grave that if immediate action is not taken, 

the group and the good people of Upper West Region and Sympathizers will be forced to 

hit the street once again. 

2. We will be forced to continue the legal battle – fight the issue in court; which will be a 

distraction to all stakeholders. Once again we will not want to reach at this point. 

We want to take this opportunity to thank the Regional House of Chiefs for their show of 

leadership in this struggle. Our chiefs have been the lonely and untiring voice on this matter. It 

will be fair to commend the efforts of our two Council of State members and the two (2) 

Members of Parliament for their support.  

Our gratitude also goes to the Landlords and elders who instituted the court case on this matter in 

Tamale.  

To our other political and religious leaders in the Upper West Region, don’t wait to become 

mediators, speak NOW!  

To the UDS authorities, we say “pacta sunt servanda”. The agreement made under PNDC law 

279 (1992) where social science programmes were ceded to the Wa campus, must be kept. 

Hon. Minister of Education, we thank you and believe that our concerns will be given a 

favorable consideration. 

Thank you all for coming. 

 

 

........................................ 

Tahiru Lukman 

Co- Convener 

(Tel: 0209154057 / 0551018778) 

 

Issahaque Suleman 

Co- Convener 

(Tel: 0241124344 / 0244898652) 


